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Mr. R# Sargent Shri^er 
c/o Mr# George Guiiiiingham 

Dear Mr# Shriver, 

It is because I think ho will remember tliat wliat I will suggest to you is not a 
new concern to mo that I write you through hiroc Hr. Cunningham. 

You may remember me from my "Geese for Peace" project wliioh got the Peace Corps 
what I think was its first good publicity break. You may not remember taking me to a meeting 
of your division chiefs aomo ton years ago and tolling them to pick rnjt brains becauso had 
good ideas and some imagination. 1'ly purpose in reminding you of this is not an ego trip but 
to get you to think carefully about a caution I would press upon you no;, that you appear* 
to be Mr. McGovern's running mate (with at least my wife's and my blessing and good ashes) 

As you make campaign appearances, especially among younger people, I believo it is 
inevitable that you will be asked persistent questions about political assassinations, 
especially that of President Kennedy. Unless you liavo disposed oi it, you have my first 
book on this subject, titled MBEHMASH. If you read it, as you had not done when you sent 
mo a noto of thanks, you will know that I consider the official "solution to the orimo 
what Orwell called official mythology. Because I have-written much since then mid not 
crossed it upon you, I tliink you can understand that the last tiling I want to uo is 
SSLs yoH/opK old wJL,. dnd bocauso I |*W «» critical toe* and 

most of the serious work since then, I do hope you will think carefully about what I 
will suggest. Lawyers term ouch things declarations against interest and incline to give 

them more consideration# 

Because irresponsible oolf-seohfc havo received major attention, a number of popular 
fictions about political assassinations have captured much of the national mind. You raght, 
for example, bo asked to unlock all the <alloged secrets in the national Archives. Iheie 
remain proportionately few and I'd be quite surprised if they include a solution. 

If you are asked any questions about theso assassination and wliut you would do if you 
become vice preoidont, I encourage you to say tliat because you aro a relative you could not 
be considered detached find do not believe you could bo; that the workings ox any acceptable 
system of justice requiresimpartiality, that for you any close consideration ox details of 
rolativo&ZraSV painful in the extreme, as you hope can bo understood; but that as a 
general statement of your belief in freedom of information on this and all other subjects, 
you believe the people aro entitled to know all public ixm information except what the 
Congress exempted in tho Freedom of Information law ( 5 U.b.C. j 52) ; and teat you belat-V 
the^dmini s t ration of which you hope to bo part will bo dedicated to scrupulous observation 

of this and other laws# 

If you do not take and maintain a position something like this, 1 fear personal and 
political pain will bo inevitable and a considerable amount of embarrassment. Xrom my own 
extonsivo appearances of tho past, in not one of which tliat x can recall some quostxon o- 
tho Kennedy family position was not asked and generally critically, I do believe tliat most 
people will understand and sympathise. If you do not you may wind up with an intemperate 
outburst such as wore tho late Senator xleimedy's last words oix the subject when hyras 
provoked beyond his control at Ban Fernando State College shortly before las assassination. 
Uniat ho then said was also transparently false. I would also caution you against any 
affirmation of the official "solution" unless you have maue a long and dialled pG. soixal 
study of tho available information .aim aro satisiieu beyond reasonable doubt, ., 0 ..ietnin o l# 
own work tells tie lias to be impossible#/ 
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Hight now ’tkortj impends what X fliialc can be a /rrvjn+ mhowou 4 . 

the Kennedy family, especially all the men. Two different officials of the °fS ° f 

is that tins is made possible by a nan tho family trusts and at the «., mn +i~ a 61 S , 1 

oannot have made an independent judgement and is necessarily dependent UDon the ^ W U> 

ment he feels he can trust. If what I anticipate comes ^^^3 oTL S 

tion it can bo any time beginning tho week of tho <*+ r a -v, r ~ ^ a ^ uif orua- 

responsible for t^e faultsftrrors L Srse of Jhe 

in transfer their culpability to tho family, 

th™ ! dV± f 0ra pr0aerre a detaohod Position that in my fierso^l view is 

the one position that mokes real detachment impossible,) 

I do not delude myself into thinking I have or can exert any si/uiificante inn „ mra 
t t T 7°“ d 1 ■>“ «n you no more C iTSo^SS 

S«!^ X^fSvHo r “ i ‘ 1 ' 0Ut iM ' l0 ”"° 0 d ° *> - «”<“* s. 

It is because I believe that whether or not you have any detail on any of this should 
e an independent decision tlint I do not offor you detail. Further, 1 tell you that I do 
o oxpec an answer and don't think one is called for unless you decide that there are 
thin$ you should know* In tho H.ttcr event, I will provide whntovn-r T nan 4 - 1 

donlBoato. „Uh (nrthon nan™ th.,' ’« r °“ 

If you decide that someone who onjoys your confidence should be briefed I do 
bolnav. it should bo dono pronptly ao that ho can do Ida oun tilkins SfoS’tao woka 

eltniT't Wh wi W 5 at I 1 f ! el Diay b ° a dans ° roua time begins. Understanding that this will 
hmv^ol n ^ ardy i t0 & propert ^ tllat represents an enormous labor and cost to me 

may help persuade you tnat a. an not self-seeking in this matter, fly purposes are not to 
diminish farther sufi oring by those who have suffered -too much, although I would do what 
° 0Uld t0 tlas nad * 1 J U3t clon * Hant truth and tho national honor further debased. 
Should you, too, oloct what may seem like detachment and should what 1 fear come to 
pass, please feel free to call upon me. If nothing can then be done to undo what may have 
been published, I have and I can provide official ducumentation previously suppressed^ 
that should constitute a definitive resolution. suppressed 

Neither you nor Senator McGovern will bo under any obligation. 

With all best wishes and devout hope that my fears prove unwarranted, 

Sincerely, 



Harold Weisberg 



